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A Banker’s Journey 
This book chronicles the life and career of banker Edmond J. Safra (1932 - 
1999), whose empire includes the Trade Development bank (Geneva), Republic 
National Bank (New York), Safra Republic Holdings (Luxembourg) and what 
became the Safra Bank (Sao Polo).  
 
Born in the Jewish quarter of Beirut, he was naturalized as a Brazilian 
citizen and then a citizen of Monaco. Gross tells the story of the Safra 
family's migration to Brazil in the 1950s due to the Arab/Jewish conflicts, 
his work in finance, philanthropy, his marriage to Lily Safra and the 
circumstances of his death in Monaco.  
 
Safra was "the greatest banker of his generation", according to James 
Wolfensohn, former president of the World Bank. 
 


